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achieve a standard of hackney carriage service that provides a safe and effective service to
members of the public.

One of the particularly significant conditions relates to wheelchair accessibility. The
proposed conditions which were sent out for consultation included a requirement that all
new hackney carriage vehicles be purpose built wheelchair accessible vehicles. The aim of
this condition was to increase accessibility for disabled service users by ensuring that
wheelchair users can access a hackney carriage vehicle with as little delay and
inconvenience as possible.

The effect of the hackney carriage vehicle conditions will be to restrict the types of vehicle
that the Council will licence as hackney carriages.

The proposed outcome also includes the adoption of a set of vehicle test guidelines which
are aimed to ensure a consistent approach to vehicle testing.

Who is intended to benefit from this policy —
procedure - function

The proposed conditions are designed to meet the needs of the public who use hackney
carriage vehicles and to ensure their safety. [n making decisions in relation to vehicle
specifications the Council must take into consideration not only any potential impact on
members of the public who travel in licensed vehicles, but also to the views of members of
the licensed trade. A set of conditions which, whilst not being unnecessarily restrictive, meet
the needs of the travelling public will benefit all parties involved in the operation and use of
hackney carriage vehicles.

It is suggested that the adoption of a set of vehicle test guidelines would be beneficial to
vehicle proprietors as they would have a clear understanding of the standards to which their
vehicles will be tested. The proposal would also be of assistance to the Council's testing
centres in providing clarity and ensures transparency generally.

What factors could contribute to or detract from
the outcomes

Consideration must be given to the consultation responses received. This may result in a
decision not to impose particular condition(s) and/or a requirement for additional
consultation.

Who are the main stakeholders in relation to the

Hackney Carriage Vehicle Proprietors
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Religion and Belief Equality - Is there an impact? No

Other disadvantaged groups (carers, white families | No

from poor areas).

Please give details of any other potential impacts of | N/A

this policy (i.e. Poverty & deprivation, community

cohesion, environmental)

Could the impact constitute unlawful discrimination | Yes Please see above in relation o the protected characteristics of disability
in relation to any of the Equality Duties and age.

Does this policy — procedure — function have any Yes The policy seeks to achieve a standard of hackney carriage service that
effect on good relations between the council and the provides a safe and effective service to members of the public.
community

Should the policy — procedure — function proceed to | Yes

a full equality impact assessment

If you are not proceeding to a full EIA make sure
you have evidence to justify this decision should it
be challenged. Please state the date the
policy/procedure/function will be reassessed
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Cheshire Constabulary

Groups representing those with disabilities
Members of the public who travel in Hackney
Carriage Vehicles.

Internal (StafffMembers)

External (stakeholders/service users/partners)

Please state what methods will Discussions A 12 week consultation process involving direct

be used to involve / engage and correspondence with (i) the members of the trade

consuilt referred to above; (i) local Chambers of Commerce;
(iii) groups representing those with disabilities; and
(iv) the Police, as well of publication of the proposals
on the Council’'s website.

Please indicate expected costs& resource Staff time Staff time

requirements for completing the EIA

Action Plan

Equalities Impact Assessment Action plan: Making Changes

REF Action Responsible Action Deadline Tasks Progress

Person/s
1 Carry out consultation on Dustin Hawkes Consultation to be Send out The consultation

the proposed hackney
carriage vehicle conditions
with the stakeholders
referred to above

commenced in
Qctober 2011

consultation letters
to members of the
trade;

2. Send out
consultation letters
to other
stakeholders (i.e.
Chambers of
Commerce, the
Police and Disability
Groups);

exercise concluded on
3™ January 2012 and
the responses are set
out within the report to
Licensing Committee on
16" January 2012.

Whilst a response from
one disability group was
supportive of the
proposals, a number of
other responses
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